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quarrelsome. The truth of the old saying, "Pay out a smile
and get a smile," is supported by recent scientific observation
in schools here and abroad. Sheer association with persons
of genuine social sensitivity and skill may contribute a great
deal to a child's social development. An interesting illus-
tration of the effect of association in the animal world was
described by Murphy and Murphy:
A sparrow reared in a nest of canaries began to abandon his own
chirps and to take over the canary's call note. ... In another ex-
periment a sparrow fledgling, living among canaries, first modified his
sparrow chirp, then began to give notes in rapid succession, running
up and down the scale from three to five notes. His voice, at first
hoarse, became soft and musical, approaching that of the canary.
When past three months of age, he gave a genuine musical trill....50
When placed among sparrows he resumed the sparrow voice.
When placed with canaries again, both birds quickly re-
gained the canary song.
In order to understand a child it is not enough to know
the general developmental trends during a given age period,
nor merely to recognize the measurable differences between
individuals in.single aspects of the personality. We must
seek to study the dynamic interpenetrations of physical, in-
tellectual, and emotional factors which constitute the unique*
ness of each individual personality,
QUESTIONS AND PROBLEMS
 1.	Observe six- to nine-year-old children engaged in unsupervised
play at school, in a public park, or play space in the neighborhood.
Record the kinds of games and other play activities, the length of time
they engage in each, and the ones they appear to enjoy most.   Note,
likewise, any evidences of sympathetic behavior, or of moral judgment,
as for example, in connection with disputes that may arise.
 2.	Which physical defects are most common among children in the
first three grades of your school?   What changes in the environment
can be made that will prevent these defects in the younger groups of
children?
so Gardner Murphy and Lois Barclay Murphy, Experimental Social Psychol-
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